
1 Kings 3:4–15 (ESV) 
4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for 
that was the great high place. Solomon used to 
offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall 
give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant David my 
father, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love and have given him 
a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of David my father, although I am 
but a little child. I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, 
too many to be numbered or counted for 
multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil, for who is 
able to govern this your great people?”10It pleased 
the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God 
said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or 
the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. 
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so 
that none like you has been before you and none 
like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also 
what you have not asked, both riches and honor, 
so that no other king shall compare with you, all 
your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, 
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as 
your father David walked, then I will lengthen your 
days.” 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was 
a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and made a feast for all his servants. 
 
Ephesians 1:3–14 (ESV) 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love 5he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with 

which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, 
in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth. 11In him we have 
obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him 
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who 
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 
glory. 
 
Luke 2:40–52 
40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him.41Now his parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up 
according to custom. 43And when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not 
know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 
they went a day’s journey, but then they began to 
search for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, 
they returned to Jerusalem, searching for 
him. 46After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48And when his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. And his mother said 
to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, 
“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they 
did not understand the saying that he spoke to 
them. 51And he went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And 
his mother treasured up all these things in her 
heart.52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
stature and in favor with God and man. 
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 In the Name of Jesus      

Theme of the Day ~ The Lord Jesus Is Found in the Temple of His Church. The Lord 
Jesus “grew and became strong” (Luke 2:40); He “increased in wisdom and in stature and 
in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). As His body grew and developed, His mind also 
increased in knowledge and understanding. For as our brother in the flesh, that we might 
“have redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7), He lived by faith in the Word of His 
Father. Thus, He was catechized by His parents, who took Him up “to Jerusalem every 
year at the Feast of the Passover” (Luke 2:41); and when He was of age, He gave 
attention to the Holy Scriptures in His Father’s house (Luke 2:46, 49). Christ Jesus is still 
found in His Church, in “the word of truth, the gospel,” by which we are adopted by His 
Father and sealed with His Spirit (Eph. 1:5, 13). Thus do we gain “an understanding mind” 
to go about our vocations, discerning “between good and evil” (1 Kings 3:9). And so do we 
also go up to Jerusalem to stand “before the ark of the covenant of the Lord” (1 Kings 
3:15), that is, in the Holy Communion of His body and blood. 

ORDER OF SERVICE  Divine Service Setting Three  Pg 184 

OPENING HYMN “Father Welcomes” LSB 605 

SERMON HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God” LSB 895 

SERMON “Our New Life Resolution”  Luke 2:40-52 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 
 “Angels From the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
 “Joy to the World” LSB 387 
 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374 
CLOSING HYMN “A Great and Mighty Wonder” LSB 383 vv. 1,2,5 
 
Pastor  Paul Hauser     
Organist     Tami Mosher 
A/V Sierra Yell      
Elders Paul Bohn and Larry Feusse 
Ushers       Dick Bluemer, Bruce Tessin, Dave Little 
Acolyte     Kayla Goward 
Altar Guild  Diane Schultz and Suzanne Schultz 

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 67 New Year’s Eve 22 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,504 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $7,189 = Loose Plate $503, Envelopes $5,856, Mission $325, 
Maintenance $435, Hall Rent $50; Cap Prj. $200.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Jan 10- Gabriel Gilbert; Jan 13- 
Gary Kade; Jan 15- Joyce Neuenfeldt (her 81st). 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.”   Matthew 22:37 

Roselynn Harper LaLonde, daughter of Chad & Amber (Bouliew) LaLonde, will be received 
into the kingdom of grace through the sacrament of Holy Baptism administered this morning. 
Sponsors for Roselynn are R. J. White (by proxy), Kara Sullivan and Jenny Bouliew-Medel. 
May this child, into whom the Holy Spirit places saving faith through this sacrament, nurture 
her all her life on God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper to be kept faithful to Jesus for eternity.   
 
Resources for Rachel ~ Door offering today following the worship service supporting Rachel 
Meyer. We are excited to have Rachel join us for worship next Sunday and offer a 45 minute 
presentation following the service in the fellowship hall. Please join us in welcoming her to 
Zion.    

Recycle your Christmas lights ~ Have old Christmas lights? Don’t throw them away! 
Indoor/outdoor string lights can be dropped off at the church office or the Richland Township 
office in Hemlock through January 15, 2019. Contact Mid Michigan Waste Authority with any 
questions at 989-781-9555.  

Zion’s Annual Turkey Dinner will be held on Wednesday, January 15 from 4:30-7 pm.  
Donations for turkey and other supplies can be given to Jack Armstrong. Signup sheets in the 
narthex.  

All newly elected as well as currently serving officers and board members will be installed 
during the service on this morning. Please come forward when invited.   

Chicken BBQ ~ You are invited to a little taste of summer on Sunday, January 12, 2020.  The 
St. John Amelith Men's Athletic Club is once again barbecuing chicken at Valley 
Lutheran.  Dinner begins at 11:00 am and will be served until 1:30 pm and includes real 
mashed potatoes, corn, a roll, homemade coleslaw, and pie.  Price is $11 for a half chicken 
meal or $9 for a quarter chicken meal.  Please consider joining us or order for take-
out.  Proceeds will benefit the athletic, drama and music departments at Valley 
Lutheran.  Thank you for your support! 

Save the Date & Seeking donations!!  VLHS Benefit Dinner & Auction will take 
place Saturday, February 29, 2020, at Apple Mountain Conference Center. The theme is " 
CLUE: Secrets in the Grand Ballroom".   We are seeking items to be donated and put up for 
bid (merchandise, tickets, services, vacation homes, gift cards, etc.). Thank you for your past 
support!  Tickets will be available for purchase January 8, 2020. For further information or 
questions, please call Heidi Behnke at 790-1676 at Valley Lutheran High School.   

Job Opportunity ~ Valley Lutheran High School is accepting applications for the position of 
part-time Admissions Counselor.  This individual will work closely with the Executive Director 
to implement a comprehensive student recruitment process.  The ideal candidate will be a 
self-starter with strong interpersonal communication skills, familiarity with Office software 
applications, able to drive, available to work some evenings and weekends, and supportive of 
the mission of Valley Lutheran High School.  The position is for 20 hours per week.  Interested 
applicants may request an application and send a resume’ with cover letter by January 31 to 
Dr. John Brandt, Executive Director, Valley Lutheran High School, 3560 McCarty, Saginaw 
MI   48603 or by email to (jbrandt@vlhs.com).  For more information contact John Brandt 
(989-790-1676, jbrandt@vlhs.com) 
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